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There's no way AND ITS IMMEDIATE CONSEQUENCES

tomorrow is going to
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be an utopia, right? United Arab Emirates, Lebanon/ 2021118 Mins

Two protagonists in & future smart city snow how the city runs
of cortrolling fims by expleiting and selscting life avelas of
organisms, includieg humans, and envirenments as awhcla.

" LN Reflective Encounters

Madim Choufi's film is a stunning werk of speculative ficton, one which moves beyond the
mere demands of superficiel immersion weaving togather & layened history ard focusing
onthecompleie re-orisntationof human existance. the results of which anpear alien. The
fitm is comprised of anecdotas from the survivars of an implied climate catastrophe whe
have migrated to Mars: ran@ng from descriptions of the Umits of socialisationwithin a small
population to triacing out the scientfic minutia of failed attempts ot terraforming.

The form of this shert — of CGIl modals and environments with Layared over with disembodied
i - comeas to ble tha diag YU ViEW in & Bci lags, eschawing explicit
realism for descriptive purposes. This exhibits itself in models of anirals with rageoll
physics, amusing Liquidanimations which illustrate a colony's energy neegs and porcelain
white hurnan figures who almos: appear bleached and sterilised by their unrelenting
anvironments. What Choufidepicts here ultimately faels lesslikea cautionary tale and more
aprophetic vision of what's to come. But of course, evan amidst decay and destruction, Life
stil finds & way, and the pleasures of the old world can twist themselves into naw shapes,
lika watching & newly engineerad organism have an enclosed d party, = Matthaw Chan
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